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The sun almost bent down before the
mesmerizing national anthem of Bangladesh, the
lyrical magic of the festival song, "Alo amar alo"
and "Amar mukti aloy aloy." Fancy how the
environment was enlightened by the chanting of
voices from the mini song birds! The honourable
Finance Minister of Bangladesh, AM.A. Muhit
hoisted the national flag of Bangladesh. The
Chairperson of Children's Film Society
Bangladesh, Mustafa Monwar, hoisted the flag of
CFS. Founder of CFS, Morshedul Islam, President
of CFS, Muhammad Zafar Igbal, Information
Minister Hasanul Hagque Inu, Munira Morshed
General Secretary of CFS wrapped the first part
of the ceremony in the Public Library premises
by unleashing the symbol of peace, pigeons. The
second part took turn in the Shawkat Osman
Auditorium. Tiny humanlings enlightened the
whole atmosphere again and lit the festival
candles according to the festival tradition. Half
way through the festival inaugural glares and it
might make individuals question what is so new
or exciting about this year. Then one of the
guardians of the festival, Munni khala talked
about how amazing it is to have a organisation
run by kids. She hesitated to mention individuals
particularly since she might forget to mention
everyone since the family is enormous. Morshed
Uncle talked about how a small idea of initiating
something regarded to films, created something
that centers films for young film makers. He
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appreciated the contribution of the government
as well as the contribution from unexpected
sources. Barbara Wickham, the country director
of British Council, talked about making people
aware about child protection through films.
AM.A. Muhit and Hasanul Haque Inu took a walk
down the lane of nostalgia. Celebrating thy
childhood through the child volunteers of CFS
was something they needed to go back to a
period they long left behind. Zafar Sir as usual,

Here at the festival, we always have amazing
guests visiting. One such person that came
yesterday - her first time at this festival - was
Barbara Wickham, the country director to British
Council in Bangladesh! We were very excited to
hear about her thoughts on the festival, and
delighted when she took the time to talk to us.
Here's what Barbara had to say!

“One of the core areas of the British Council is
Arts, it's one of our core areas, and what we are
interested in in those programs is looking into
how people make all these creative partnerships
that can make everyone's lives richer. This is the
only festival for children and young people, and so
British Council is very excited to take the
opportunity to help with it. I think it's really
incredible that just with the phone in your pocket,
you can record audios, take pictures, record video,
and that, I think, is the future. This really makes
everyone a journalist, a filmmaker, a
photographer. What we are really interested in is
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proselytized everyone with warm statements
regarding children and films and festival. Abir
Ferdous Mukhar, the young festival director
officially announced the 7 days program
schedule. Mutafa Monowar Sir concluded the
last and integral second session of the ceremony
by the reminiscence of films that built his
childhood. Eyes full of dreams will be exploring
the best seven days of the year.

- Syeda Ashfah Toaha Duti

how to help young people use the technology so
readily in their pockets, to see and record their
world and express things differently. For us, at the
British Council, this is absolutely fascinating. It's
about how we can use technology in ways so we
all live better. When | was looking at the catalogue
of this festival, | was blown away by the number of
countries represented in film at this festival. 58!
It's phenomenal! If you're looking at people’s views
of their worlds, film is the most wonderful window.
So far, with Children’s Film Society Bangladesh, we
have got some workshops for people interested in
film. We have got Mark Bishop, a filmmaker and
actor from the UK, here this week at the festival to
conduct a workshop. In the future, we will
definitely continue this work, and | look forward to
bringing in people from different parts of the
world to understand each other a bit better!”

- Raidah Morshed
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